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Core area

“Area where the pristine virgin natural environment produces the very first drop of the Tone River”
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Ichinokura-sawa, one of the Three Great Rock faces
of Japan
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| < “Area where conservation management aiming to improve various forest functions such as the water source conservation
Buffer ZONe s exercised and environmental education, research and study, and ecotourism ete. are carried out”

-

R OAIE Fok FiL

Mt. Ominakami-yama, the source of the Tone River
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Near the mountaintop of Mt. Tanigawa-dake
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Ecotourism
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Research and study
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Environmental education
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Transition area “Area where sustainable use of abundant forests and water is actively promoted in daily life and economic activities”
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Rafting tour going down the Tone River Rural landscape Fireflies
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Open-air hot spring (Minakami 18 Hotsprings)
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Takumi-no-sato
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Okutone Lake (Yagisawa Dam)
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o Ecopark Promotion Dept., Minakami Town, Gunma Prefecture
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Address: 318 Gokan, Minakami Town, Tone Gun, Gunma Prefecture, 379-1393 Japan
Telephone: +81 (0)278 25 5032
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The Source of Tone River Fostering Water, Forest and People

Minakami UNESCO Ecopark

- Biosphere Reserve -

Biosphere Reserve
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Beech forest in Okutone
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native species.in Minak‘ami UNESCO
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Minakami, Love of the natural world
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The purpose of being designated as a UNESCO Ecopark
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Minakami Town of Gunma Prefecture produces the very first drop of the Tone
River.

Although just an hour away from downtown Tokyo, we have abundant nature
that can represent all of Japan.

We have developed the town while in a good relationship with the nature being
the region’ s valuable resources and great treasure.

While continuing and further developing efforts to achieve objectives listed
below, Minakami Town had been pursuing the accreditation as a UNESCO
Ecopark and it was successfully designated as one in June 2017.

Objectives
+To become a good town to live with emphasis on regional appreciation and a
place where harmonious coexistence of nature and humanity can last for ages.
This can be realized by declaring to the world that we will protect and pass on
to the future generation our rich natural environment and culture.
+To become town loved and visited by the people from around the world
through being a part of the UNESCO network. That will enable the Minakami
town to send message about its value to the world.
-To improve the image and brand of the town to vitalize the region.

e -To foster natural resources such as the water and forests along with “human
#:PHIZEHT-SA ©OMisakoHirata | pesources” that are able to “protect, utilize and transmit” them.
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What’ s UNESCO Ecopark ?
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The official name of UNESCO Ecopark is Biosphere Reserve (BR). It is one of the projects within /A
the framework of UNESCO’s Programme on Man and the Biosphere (MAB) started in 1976. In ,4@ N
Japan it is called UNESCO Ecopark to make it more friendly. > N S Il
UNESCO Ecopark is an effort to pursue a harmonious coexistence of nature and humanity while U

Natural Heritage of UNESCO is to protect its pristine nature.

As of 2017, there are 669 sites in 120 countries. In Japan, there are currently nine including IIZ7I Man and the Biosphere Programme
Minakami UNESCO Ecopark. Programme sur | 'iomme et 1a hiosphére
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The feature of UNESCO Ecopark
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What makes UNESCO Ecopark special is its land use categories and efforts within them. The categories include “Core Area(s)” where
nature is strictly protected, “Buffer Zone(s)” which is designated to surround core areas, and “Transition Area(s)” where people live
and economic activities continue. Their aim is to fulfill the three functions of UNESCO Ecopark; conservation, development and
logistical support. They are the fundamental principles of UNESCO Ecopark.
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Map of Minakami UNESCO Ecopark and Three land use categories
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Majority of Minakami UNESCO Ecopark is situated in Minakami Town, northernmost of Gunma Prefecture, while the
rest belongs to either neighboring Uonuma City, Minamiuonuma City, or Yuzawa Town, all in Niigata Prefecture. The total
area is 91,368 ha, over 90% of which are forests of between about 300 and 2,000 meters above sea level (ASL).

This area is located in the upper most reach of the Tone River, one of the biggest rivers in Japan. It is 322 kilometers long
(the second longest in Japan) and it has 16,840 square kilometers of basin area (the largest in Japan). It produces the very
first drop of water in the river that supports lives and livelihood of 30 million people or 80% of the population in the
metropolitan area including Tokyo, the capital of Japan. Tokyo has one of the world’s biggest population centers and the
economy that matches it.
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The mountain ridge on the prefectural border of Gunma and Niigata is part of Japanese mountainous backbone, the
central divide, where the air of the Pacific and Sea of Japan sides meets. It is one of the heaviest snowfall areas in Japan.
In the mountainous area, in addition to steep rock faces and bare rocks, significant amount of snow accumulated during
the winter season forms distinctive landforms such as nivation hollows, flood plains, and river terraces as well as landforms
unique to the heavy-snow region such as the periglacial. In addition, glacier marks of the ice age have been found in the
site despite the elevation of less than 2,000 m ASL, which is relatively low altitude for this to occur. These unique
landforms and geology together with its distinct climatic condition, due to transition zone between the Pacific and Sea of
Japan, foster rare and diverse fauna and flora. The site also has its distinctive ecosystems.
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